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by Sephardic origin
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The designation of the Sephardic Jews refers to the descendants of the traditional Jewish 
communities of the Iberian Peninsula. The presence of these communities in the peninsula 
has its beginning even before the formation of the Iberian Christian kingdoms, as is the case 
of Portugal.

After the Edict of the Alhambra in 1492, these communities were persecuted by the Spanish 
Inquisition and many of its members took refuge in Portugal, who in 1496 were also 
expelled from that country.

The Law nº 37/81 of October 3rd "Nationality Law" and the Decree Law nº 237ª/2006 of 
December 14th "Regulamento da Nacionalidade Portuguesa", updated by DL 43/2013, DL 
30-A/2015 and DL 71/2017, which have as main objective to recognize the Portuguese 
nationality to those persons who prove their Portuguese Sephardic origin and the procedure 
to follow, describe the process and steps to complete the procedure successfully. In 
essence, the law reflects the same spirit of the Spanish legislation whose deadline expired 
last October 2019.

Historical reasons for the 
Portuguese Nationality Law.
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The Portuguese Administration, in application of Law No. 37/81 of October 3, may grant 
Portuguese citizenship through naturalization to the descendants of Sephardic Jews, when 
they meet the following requirements:

• Adult or legally emancipated.

• Not having been convicted of a crime punishable by imprisonment of three years or more 
under Portuguese law.

• To have suficientemente accredited for its links with a Sephardic Jewish community of 
Portuguese origin.

General requirements:2
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Process to prove sephardic origin before 
the Israelite Community of Lisbon (CIL)

Positive preliminary 
analysis result

Study and genealogical 
analysis and elaboration of 

report according to the 
requirements stipulated by 

the CIL.

Filing of the application for 
the Sephardic Certificate of 

Sephardic Origin before 
the CIL with all the 

necessary documentation.

Negative preliminary 
analysis result

*Particular process for EES clients

Client contacts EES and provides us with the information 
on its possible sephardic origin

01

EES coordinates with the team of historians to conduct a 
preliminary feasibility analysis, in which they will confirm there 
are sufficient indications of a Serfardic link and whether it is 
worthwhile to carry out a more in-depth investigation.

02

Positive resolution. 
Issuance of the certificate.

Negative Resolution

Filing of application for Portuguese nationality at the 
relevant Registry
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Application Process for Portuguese 
Nationality (Sephardic).
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Not accepted for processing:

For lack of mandatory information.

For lack of documentation that reliably 
proves the above as a reason for the 

(written) request.

No admite a trámite

Notice to the applicant

Response to allegation/
correction

20 days

Admitted for processing

Internal checks 
(criminal, terrorism...)

Acceptance of the application

Favorable resolution

Referral to the Ministry of 
Justice

30-90 days

45 days

Rejection of the application

Unfavorable resolution

Notification to the applicant without 
possibility of rectification

Registration ex officio and forwarding of the birth certificate 
to the applicant's place of residence so that he/she can 

process his/her Portuguese ID and passport at the Portuguese 
Consulate corresponding to his/her place of residence.

Filing of the application with all the required documentation.  

It can be filed in person at the authorized places or by mail. You must include proof of 
payment (you can pay directly by bank card if you are filing in person at a physical 
register or send a check, if the application is sent by mail). Cost 250 euros.

Referral of the application to the Office of Central Records.

Review of the application and documentation provided by 
Office of Central Records.

01

02

03



How to prove Sephardic origin. 4

• Complete copy of your passport, certified and apostilled or legalized.

• Birth certificate, apostilled or legalized.

• Apostilled criminal records from those countries where you have been a legal 
resident (residence of more than 90 days) since the age of 16.

• Certificado of marriage or divorce. If your name has been modified from how it 
appears in your birth certificate, you must provide apostilled documentation.

• Power of attorney to act before the Portuguese authorities (we provide it).

• Residence certificate.

General documentation required.5

• Certificate issued by the Israeli community in Lisbon or Porto. The burden of 
proof is on the applicant.  Different means of proof can be provided::

- Personal documents: Records, documents of family ceremonies, weddings, 
funerals, registers of Jewish communities etc. 

- Genealogical: Your family tree should contain indications of dates and 
places of birth, death and marriage of ancestors. 

- Testimony: Letter from the Rabbi of your Jewish Community. 

- Ladino speech: Evidence of mastery of that language. 

- Expert historical report: Mainly intended for Jewish converts. We can put 
you in touch with experts of guaranteed experience. 

• Right to remain and work in Portugal.

• Right to apply for residence and work permit for immediate family members.

• Right to remain and work within the EU.

• Mobility on the Schengen territory.

Benefits of obtaining a European nationality.6
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EES is a law firm located in Madrid and 
Lisbon with a multidisciplinary and 
international team, with a wide 
experience in providing personalized 
legal advice to foreign clients with a 
vocation to invest in Spain and Portugal.

This brochure is for advertising purposes 
only. In order to provide professional 
legal advice, you should contact the firm 
directly through the specialist contacts 
listed above.

EES is refiere to the company Europe 
Expat Support SL, provided with a NIF 
B88220173

Paseo de la Castellana 53 28046 
Madrid. España.

Praça Marquês de Pombal 14, 1250-162
Lisboa. Portugal

+34 91 080 09 29
firstcontact@seegman.com 
www.seegman.com
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